The Planets
by Gustav Holst

Welcome
Welcome to the 2021-2022
Abilene Philharmonic Children’s
Concert Series. We are so
excited to be back. This year
our Children’s Concert will
feature The Planets by Gustav
Holst. You will be hearing 5
movements: Mars, Venus,
Mercury, Jupiter, Uranus

The sun that appears in the upper right hand corner is always a link back to the table of contents. Each circle on

the table of contents page is a link to that subject. The home icon on the planet pages is a link back to the
planets home page. Each circle on the families of the orchestra home page is a link to that instrument
family.The cat orchestra on the instrument pages is a link back to the instrument families home page. The
small treble clef signs are links to extra video clips.
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Gustav Holst
1874-1934
“The enormity of the universe revealed by science cannot readily be
grasped by the human brain, but the music of The Planets enables the
mind to acquire some comprehension of the vastness of space where
rational understanding fails”

Gustav Holst
post-Romantic/Modern
period
●

●

●

●

●

Holst was born in Cheltenham, England.
His father was a professional musician as
were his grandfather and
great-grandfather.
He played the piano, violin,organ, and
trombone. He studied composition at the
Royal College of Music and counterpoint at
Oxford.
He was skinny and shy with asthma and
poor eyesight. He was a vegetarian and
suffered from neuritis.
Until he had success as a composer, he
made money as a teacher and professional
trombone player.
Holst used dynamics, timbre, and
contrasting tonalities to create interest in
his compositions

The Planets
Click sun to return to table of
contents

Mars

Venus

Mercury

The Bringer of War

The Bringer of Peace

The Winged Messenger

Holst The Planets - Sinfonia
Rotterdam - Conrad van Alphen

Uranus

Jupiter

The Magician

The Bringer of Jollity
Gustav Holst - The Planets [Edward
Gardner, National Youth Orchestra]

PLANET FACTS:
●
●
●
●

Dusty, cold desert world with a very thin
atmosphere
Barren red surface caused by the great
amount of iron oxide or rust on its surface
Next furthest from the sun after Earth so it
is very cold
Mars has two moons: Phobos (fear) and
Deimos (terror)

MYTHOLOGY:
●
●
●
●

God of War
Son of Jupiter and Juno
Loved violence and conflict
Represented military power and the noise of battle

Mars

CULTURAL REFERENCES:
●
●

●

Inspired the “Imperial March” from
Star Wars
Composer Hans Zimmer was sued
by the Holst Foundation for the
similarity in his score for Gladiator
Trans-Siberian Orchestra based The
Mountain on Mars

The Bringer of War
ANALYSIS:
●
●
●

Holst: The Planets, 'Mars' - BBC Proms

●
Mars from Holst's The Planets with
Dudamel & the LA Phil

Allegro with a consistent 5/4 ostinato
Opens quietly with percussion, harp, and
col legno strings
Known as an experiment in rhythm and
keys
Clashes between moving chords and static
pedal points

PLANET FACTS:
●
●
●
●

Spins in the opposite direction from most
planets
Venus has a thick atmosphere which creates
a greenhouse effect
Hottest planet at 900 degrees Fahrenheit
First planet to be explored by spacecraft NASA’s Mariner 2 in 1962

CULTURAL REFERENCES:
●

●

Leo called Venus “the most
fortunate star under which to be
born”
Short called Holst’s composition
“one of the most sublime
evocations of peace in music”

HOLST The Planets: 2. Venus, the Bringer of Peace "The President's Own" U.S. Marine Band
The Planets - II. Venus, The Bringer of
Peace - Gustav Holst

MYTHOLOGY:
●
●
●

Goddess of Peace, Love, and Beauty
Daughter of Caelus
Mother of Cupid

vENUS
The Bringer of Peace
ANALYSIS:
●

●
●
●

Begins adagio in 4/4 with french horn solo
with flutes and oboes giving way to a
violin solo
Color part or decoration is provided by the
celesta
Andante ¾ section with violin solo then
tutti
Oboe solo in largo section

PLANET FACTS:
●
●
●
●

MYTHOLOGY:

Smallest planet and closest to the sun
Rocky planet with a solid cratered surface
like Earth’s moon
Mercury has no moons and no rings
Mercury’s orbit is so fast that it orbits the
sun in just 88 days

●
●
●

God of trade
Ability to move at great speeds
Son of Jupiter and Maia

Mercury

Cultural References
●

Arranged for percussion
ensemble by James Ancona

HOLST The Planets: 3. Mercury, the Winged
Messenger - "The President's Own" U.S. Marine
Band

Holst-Planets Suite-Mercury-Proms 2009

The Winged Messenger

ANALYSIS:
●
●
●
●

6/8 meter vivace scherzo
Bitonality with Bb flat major and E major
Violin solo with harp, flute, and
glockenspiel
Shortest movement

PLANET FACTS:
●
●
●
●
●

More than twice the mass of other planets in the
solar system
Giant red spot is a centuries-old storm bigger
than Earth
5th in line from the sun
Jupiter has more than 75 moons
Jupiter is a gas giant with an atmosphere of
mostly hydrogen and helium

CULTURAL REFERENCES:
●
●
●

Melody was used for the patriotic
hymn “I Vow to Thee, My Country”
Shire Theme from Lord of the Rings
has echos of Jupiter
Themes in the music from
Battlestar Gallactica and Braveheart
are similar to themes Holst used in
Jupiter

The Planets: Jupiter (Berklee Contemporary
Symphony Orchestra)

MYTHOLOGY:
●
●
●
●

God of sky and thunder
Son of Saturn and Ops
King of the Roman Gods
Protector of the state concerned with oaths, treaties
and confederations

Jupiter

The Bringer of Jollity

ANALYSIS:
●
●
●
●
●

Opening section is allegro giocoso in 2/4
2nd theme is ¾
Ends fff on a quaver chord for the full
orchestra
Joyful and dance-like
Features triangles, cymbals and the
glockenspiel
The Planets - IV. Jupiter, the Bringer of
Jollity - Gustav Holst

PLANET FACTS:
●
●
●
●
●

7th planet from the sun
1st planet found with the aid of a telescope
in 1781
Uranus takes 17 hours to rotate and 84 Earth
years to orbit the sun
Uranus has 27 moons and 13 rings
Uranus is an ice giant

MYTHOLOGY:
●
●
●

God of the sky
Father of the first generation of Titans

Uranus
The Magician

CULTURAL REFERENCES:
●
●

Holst wrote a piano arrangement of
The Planets
Jeremy Levy’s jazz arrangement of
The Planets, specifically Uranus,
was nominated for a Grammy for
Best Arrangement in 2021

HOLST The Planets: 6. Uranus, the Magician "The President's Own" U.S. Marine Band
The Planets - VI. Uranus, the Magician Gustav Holst

ANALYSIS:
●
●
●
●
●

Opening 4 note brass motif with heavy
timpani
Chords in opening alternate between
major/minor tonlaities
Allegro 6/4 switches to 9/4
Known for forte organ glissando
Ends with pianissimo lento section
alternating with a faster section and
slowing to the end

Families of the ORchestra
Click above for Benjamin Britten’s
Young People’s Guide to the
Orchestra with helpful subtitles.

Strings

Woodwinds

These instruments have
curved bodies and strings. The
strings vibrate when the
player draws the bow across
the strings. The pitch is
changed when the player
presses his or her fingers on
the strings

These instruments were

originally made of wood.
They are played by blowing
air across or into a hollow
tube. Fingers open and
close tone holes to change
the pitch

Brass
These instruments are
made of brass. The
performers buzz their lips
and blow into the
mouthpiece. The
performers use valves or
slides to change the pitch.

percussion
A percussion instrument
is something that the
performer must strike,
shake, or scrape.

Click here to return to families of the
orchestra

String instruments
●

Double Bass

PINK PANTHER Theme | double bass quintet | Božo Paradžik & students

●

Cello

2CELLOS - Pirates Of The Caribbean [OFFICIAL VIDEO]

●

Viola

Bohemian Rhapsody for Symphony Orchestra and Solo Viola - THE STUDIO RECORDING

●

Violin

Hilary Hahn - J.S. Bach: Partita for Violin Solo No. 1 in B Minor, BWV 1002 - 4

●

Harp

Beauty and the Beast [Alan Menken] // Amy Turk, Harp

Woodwind
Instruments
●

Click here to return to families of the
orchestra

Bassoon

United States Army Field Band: Bassoon
Disney Princess Party, The Breaking Winds Bassoon Quartet

●

Bass Clarinet

The Swan (Le Cygne) - Harp and Bass Clarinet Duet

●

Saxophone

Saxophone Section Instruction
Sax Circus - saxophone ensemble

●

Clarinet

Gershwin - Rhapsody in Blue, Opening clarinet solo - Bruno Bonansea

●

Oboe

United States Army Field Band: Oboe

●

Flute

EMMANUEL PAHUD | Claude Debussy, "Syrinx" for solo flute
Teheran Flute Choir Oblivion Astor Piazzolla

●

Piccolo

Stars and Stripes Piccolo Solo

Click here to return to families of the orchestra

Brass
Instruments
●

Tuba

United States Army Field Band: Tuba

●

Euphonium

hUnited States Army Field Band: Euphonium

●

Trombone

United States Army Field Band: Trombone

●

French Horn

United States Army Field Band: French Horn

●

Trumpet

United States Army Field Band: Trumpet

Percussion
Instruments
●

Timpani

Click here to return to families
of the orchestra

Michael Daugherty: "Raise the Roof"for Timpani and Symphonic Band

●

Snare Drum

Tantrum for Snare Drum solo Kevin Bobo

●

Bass Drum

Pedro Fernandez - Bass Drum Mallets and Muffler

●

Xylophone

Emmanuel Séjourné: Attraction (short version) performed by Christoph
Sietzen

●

Temple Blocks
Temple Block Tutorial

●
●
●
●

Chimes
Triangle
Maracas
Cymbals

Bass drum and cymbals - David Valdés

●

Piano

Beethoven - Für Elise | Piano & Orchestra

●

Celesta

Hedwig's Theme Harry Potter John Williams

Vocabulary
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Adagio - to be played slowly and stately (“rock the baby” tempo)
Andante - to be played at a relatively slow tempo (walking pace)
Bitonality - use of two different keys at the same time
Celesta - small keyboard instrument in which felted hammers strike a row of steel
plates suspended over wooden resonators, giving a bell-like sound
Col Legno - tor strike the string with the back of the bow
Dynamics - how loudly or softly music is played
Glissando - a continuous slide upward or downward between two pitches
Largo - play at a slow tempo in a dignified style
Lento - to be played very slowly
Meter - the number of beats in a measure of music
Movement - one stand-alone section of a larger musical work
Ostinato - continuously repeated melodic or rhythmic phrase
Pedal Point - sustained tone, typically in the bass, while at least one other
harmony is sounded in other parts
Scherzo - a playful composition
Solo - a musical composition for a single voice or instrument
Timbre - the perceived sound quality of a musical note; tone color

Definitions:

Anthem - song or hymn of praise or gladness
Banner - flag
Dawn - daybreak
Hailed - to salute or greet with enthusiastic approval
Twilight - the light front the sky between sunset and full night

National Anthem

Gleaming - shining
Perilous - involving risk, dangerous
Ramparts - a wall-like ridge used as a protective barrier; the walls of the fort

Words by Francis Scott Key

Gallantly - bravely

Star Spangled Banner story
The History of the Star-Spangled Banner for Kids: Francis
Scott Key and Fort McHenry - FreeSchool

●
●

The Star Spangled Banner | Our National Anthem performed where it was
written

●

Star Spangled Banner with Lyrics, Vocals, and Beautiful Photos

●

The National Anthem At Biden’s Inauguration

First published under the title Defense of
Fort McHenry
Words were written by Francis Scott Key
during the War of 1812
Renamed The Star Spangled Banner in
1815
Officially made the National Anthem in
1931

Concert Etiquette
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

Enter the concert hall quietly.
Be a good listener. Do not talk or sleep while
the orchestra is playing.
Turn off all cell phones.
Do not bring food, drink, or gum to a concert.
Please plan to use the restroom before the
concert starts. It is disruptive to leave or
enter the concert hall during a performance.
Applaud at the end of each piece when the
conductor drops his hands and turns to face
the audience.

1.

2.

3.
4.

When the concert is about to begin, the
concertmaster will come onto the stage carrying
his/her violin.
You should applaud the concertmaster and the
audience should become very quiet. The
orchestra must hear itself to tune and the concert
is about to begin.
When the concertmaster is seated, the conductor
will come out onto the the stage.
You may applaud, and he will bow.

1. The conductor will cue the percussionist, and the drum roll for
The Star Spangled Banner will begin.
2. The audience should stand immediately, place their right hands
over their hearts, and sing The Star Spangled Banner.

amer

